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Fraserburgh is a town built firmly on its traditional roots and key marine strengths. But the 
Fraserburgh of today is in its next stage of evolution, offering a much more diverse, varied, 
confident and resilient economy.  The characteristics of a vibrant fishing town still reveal 
themselves in a hard-working, productive, adaptable, loyal and energetic workforce who 
can play an important role in the industries of the 21st Century.

Investment in place, facilities and connectivity over recent years puts Fraserburgh in 
a strong and competitive position to provide an excellent and cost-effective base for 
relocating, starting or growing your enterprise.  
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FRASERBURGH

ABERDEEN

DUNDEE

INVERNESS

WELCOME TO FRASERBURGH
Fraserburgh is located at the far north-east corner of Aberdeenshire, some 40 miles 
from the thriving energy city of Aberdeen and on the eastern tip of the beautiful 
Moray Firth – one of the worlds ‘outstanding coastlines’ according to National 

Geographic. The earliest example of new town planned settlement in Scotland, 
and with Scotland’s first mainland lighthouse and home to the award-winning 

national Museum of Scottish Lighthouses, Fraserburgh has a rich and 
diverse history and an equally exciting future.

Fondly referred to locally as ‘the Broch’, Fraserburgh – which is on the 
North East 250 route - is surrounded by exceptional natural coastal 
landscapes and with miles of sandy beaches and an ecosystem of sand 

dunes connecting the town with the nearby Waters of Philorth nature reserve.  
The main beach in Fraserburgh, just a ten-minute walk from the town centre, 

is credited as being one of Scotland’s best water-sports locations and has 
produced a string of national surfing champions.

The bustling town centre harbour provides for a modern and innovative fishing 
industry whilst also being home to the operations and maintenance activity for 

the 950MW Moray East offshore windfarm.  The planned Scottish Seafood Centre 
of Excellence will provide further, nationally significant, facilities to support our 21st 

century seafood sectors. 



4/20    |    Invest in Fraserburgh

A LEADING ECONOMY
The North East Scotland economy is among 
the largest in the United Kingdom. Gross 
Value Added (GVA) in Aberdeen City and 
Shire equated to approximately £15,490m in 
2020 (13% of Scotland’s total with c. 9% of the 
population). 1

Overall Productivity in Aberdeen City and Shire in 
2021 was £57,700 (increasing by 8.6% between 
2009-2019) compared to £50,200 across 
Scotland. 15 

Forecast average annual growth in productivity 
between 2020 and 2030 is 2.1% (UK and Scotland 
= 2%) 1

Aberdeenshire was in the top 15% in the UK for 
GVA, ahead of places like Oxford and Cambridge 
and several other local authority areas in the 
south east of England. Aberdeen City itself is just 
outside the top 5% in the country (2016) 2

Unemployment levels between July 2020-June 
2021 show that across Aberdeenshire, 3.7% of 
16-64 population were registered as unemployed. 
This compares to 4.7% across Scotland and 5% 
across Great Britain. 3

34% of all jobs in the Agriculture and Fishing 
sectors in Aberdeenshire are found in the Banff and 
Buchan area. Fraserburgh remains a nationally 
significant centre for fishing and processing. 4

Gross Value Added per Head of Population (£)  
1998-2018

Fraserburgh is home to a number of 
significant employers, agencies and 
other organisations, a few of whom are 
identified here.

 ➔ Museum of Scottish Lighthouses

 ➔ North East Scotland College

 ➔ Fraserburgh Enterprise Hub

 ➔ Fraserburgh Harbour

 ➔ Moray East Offshore Windfarm

 ➔ Macduff Shipyards

 ➔ Marine Scotland 

 ➔ Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s 
Association

 ➔ SWFPA Scottish White Fish 
Producers Association Ltd

 ➔ Gray & Adams

 ➔ Whitelink Seafoods

 ➔ Youngs

 ➔ International Fish Canners
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DOING BUSINESS HERE
Commercial property and land costs in Fraserburgh are generally found to be 
significantly lower than in Aberdeen. 5

Average business rates payable in 2017 in Fraserburgh (£13.50 per sqm) were 
lower than in Peterhead (£15.95 per sqm) and less than half of the costs in 
Aberdeen (£30.41) 6

There are 31 hectares of land allocated for employment use in and close to 
Fraserburgh in the 2020 Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.

Labour costs in Fraserburgh are very competitive. In the year to March 2020, 
average salaries were £21,800 - lower than Aberdeen (£30,000) and Scotland 
(£26,600) 7

Fraserburgh offers a good fit for a variety of sectors with a network of suppliers 
and service providers to meet most business requirements.

Fraserburgh Enterprise Hub has worked with over 100 new start-ups and over 
250 existing businesses since 2018.
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MORAY EAST

“When Moray East Offshore windfarm was in its earliest stages of development; a concept, back in 
2010, the community of Fraserburgh was keen to engage with the project on multiple levels. 

Fraserburgh was shortlisted along with two other Moray Firth Ports to be the potential location of the 
Wind Farms Operations & Maintenance Centre which would act as a focal point for co-ordinating local 
stakeholders, growing a local supply chain and performing day to day operations and maintenance. 
Fraserburgh Harbour put together a compelling case to win the project which would be built on an 
industrial site requiring redevelopment in the harbour.  Fraserburgh’s integrated case, demonstrated the 
opportunities and advantages offered by the whole community and its economy, these argument were 
compelling and despite being the furthest from the windfarm site, the Port was successful in its bid.

Aberdeenshire Council and NESCOL have worked hard to provide resources and co-ordinate efforts 
to enable local enterprises and individuals to take advantage of the economic opportunities which are 
being created.  A number of supply chain engagement events have been held at the College and 
the Council is providing valuable liaison with local firms; the Fraserburgh facility is being delivered 
– from design through construction to fitting out – by Scottish suppliers.  Meanwhile, liaison with the 
College is enabling the necessary training for the staff required to operate and maintain the windfarm 
to be undertaken locally. Recruitment is underway with jobs advertised in the local press. Around 100 
permanent jobs are envisaged for the project on top of the estimated 2,000 during construction.

Fraserburgh provides a clear demonstration of how, through organising, co-ordinating and working 
together a local community can overcome the odds of geography to win long-term economic opportunities, 
and Moray East looks forward to taking its place in that community.“

Paul Mewse, former Head of Operations and Maintenance

 ➔ Will supply 40% of 
Scotland’s electricity.

 ➔ 1.7m tonnes of CO2 emissions 
saved every year.

 ➔ 295km² windfarm area.

 ➔ 500km of cabling.

 ➔ Max. blade tip height : 669ft. 100 
turbines.

 ➔ 950MW Electricity Output.

 ➔ Powering 950,000 homes.
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CONNECTIVITY
 ➔ Aberdeen   40 miles / 55 min

 ➔ Peterhead  17 miles / 25 min

 ➔ Banff 25 miles / 35 min

 ➔ Inverness 97 miles / 2.5 hr

The recent £750m + investment in the A90 (AWPR) dualling 
and bypassing of Aberdeen has dramatically reduced road 
travel times and delays to the south.  The Regional Transport 
Strategy identifies further priority upgrades to the A90 and 
A98.

Aberdeen International Airport 
40 miles

Frequent flights to the top 6 European Hub 
cities as well as numerous domestic and 
European destinations, including:

 ➔ 43 weekly services to London Heathrow;

 ➔ 31 weekly services to Amsterdam;

 ➔ Direct flights to nine domestic destinations including 
Manchester, Belfast, Bristol and Norwich;

 ➔ International flights inc. Bergen and Oslo.

£20m upgraded passenger terminal 2018 

Offshore helicopter services. 8 

Regular services to Aberdeen, Banff, 
Ellon (P&R), Inverurie, Peterhead and 
intermediate stops.

Plus town service.

 ➔ Inverurie 35 miles  
(direct services to Edinburgh in 2¾ hours)

 ➔ Aberdeen 40 miles  
(direct services to Glasgow in 2½ hours) 

67-80 Mbps average FTTC broadband 
speeds available within 5 mile radius.

Up to 100 Mbps FTTP speeds with up to 
120 Mbps in upgraded areas. 9
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COMPETITIVE COST OF LIVING
The average house price paid in Fraserburgh in the last 5 years is £149,948.

In Aberdeenshire, the average price paid is £208,962 (Aberdeen £200,223 and in Scotland it is £186,038). 10

Average property rental prices in Fraserburgh are £540 pcm.

In Aberdeenshire the average rental is £682pcm and in Aberdeen it is £659pcm 11 and in Scotland it is £740pcm. 12

FRASERBURGH OFFERS CHOICE AND COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR BUYERS AND RENTERS.
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AN EDUCATED AND TALENTED WORKFORCE

77% of Scottish university research is judged to 
be world-leading or internationally excellent. 15

Graduates from Scotland’s network of 26 Colleges 
contribute £20bn to the Scottish economy. 15

The University of Aberdeen is in the top 20 in the 
UK for 2021. 13

Robert Gordon University was named Scottish 
University of the Year for 2021. 14

47% of all 16-64 years olds across Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire hold qualification levels equivalent 
to SCQF 7-12 (compared to 44% Scotland 
average) 16

There was a 7.6% increase in employment 
in professional occupations in Aberdeenshire 
between 2008-2018 (compared to 2.7% in 
Scotland and the UK. 16

12,000 businesses in Scotland are already 
benefitting from over 100 types of foundation, 
modern or graduate apprenticeships, attracting 
funding of up to £36,000. 15

79% of Modern Apprenticeship leavers in 
Aberdeenshire enter work in same sector. 17
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NORTH EAST SCOTLAND COLLEGE 
FRASERBURGH CAMPUS
NESCol’s Fraserburgh Campus is a modern, cutting edge and vibrant campus with a unique community 
spirit. With over £30m of investment this engaging and inclusive learning environment provides every student 
with the opportunity to fulfil their potential through full-time, part-time and distance learning opportunities.   
The Campus offers a warm welcome to: school pupils and leavers; apprentices; those returning to education 
to improve their career prospects and the wider community who wish to continue learning in a social setting.

Courses are designed to meet local and national needs and industry collaboration is a big part of the Campus’s 
success. A new Future Skills facility, supported by a £100,000 investment by a local business, is just one 
example and offers innovative learning to all through the latest technology including robotics, 3D printing and 
plotting and virtual reality.

The Fraserburgh team use their expertise and industry experience to help shape the workforce of the future. 
Impressive facilities and equipment include: STEM Centre (with dedicated workshops); Welding Hub; training 
restaurant; bistro and kitchens; hairdressing salons and beauty treatment rooms; fitness suite and sports hall; 
art and design area; science laboratories; interactive classrooms and dedicated social spaces.

https://youtu.be/jI_JPewN9rM

 ➔ 15,000m² of purpose-built 
learning spaces;

 ➔ 180 full-time, 290 part-time and 
203 distance learning courses;

 ➔ 2,421 Students enrolled in 
Fraserburgh (24,042 across 
regional locations);

 ➔ 335 lecturers and tutors across 
all campuses;

 ➔ 92-96% progress to positive 
destinations.

https://youtu.be/jI_JPewN9rM
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FRASERBURGH ACADEMY 
2019/20

For the 7th year in a row, there was an increase in the number of S4 learners who achieved 5 or more 
results at National 5 level.

 ➔ N5 – pass rates up 16% from 2019

 ➔ Higher – pass rates up 6% from 2019. This is at record levels for Fraserburgh Academy 

 ➔ N5 – A grades up 9.2%

 ➔ Higher – A grades are up 10%. This is also at record levels for Fraserburgh Academy

98% of those learners who left Fraserburgh Academy went on to a positive destination such as College, 
Employment, Training or University. In 2015/16 this was 94.7%. 18

Fraserburgh Academy has built up a 
network of over 1000 employers who 
regularly take work placement students.

The Academy supports on average 35 
Foundation Apprenticeship placements 
per year. 

They have formed a group of local 
employers - the Broch Employer 
Engagement Team (BEET) to support the 
Academy in being responsive to local 
skills needs. 

All S3 pupils follow an Employability 
Course which carries SCQF Level 4 
accreditation. This course prepares pupils 
with work readiness skills.
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IFC (SCOTLAND) LTD
Owned by the Clark family, which has been actively involved in fish processing for four 
generations, International Fish Canners (Scotland) Ltd operates the UK’s only fish canning 
plant in Fraserburgh. 

Specialising in the production and canning of mackerel fillets and brisling sardines under 
private label agreements for customers all around the world, the current workforce is 509, 
making the factory - which operates 24/7 - one of Fraserburgh’s largest employers. 

The IFC Group also includes Nor-Sea Foods Ltd which specialises in the production (in 
Fraserburgh and Aberdeen) of hot smoked ready to eat mackerel and cold smoked kipper 
fillets, primarily for the UK retail and foodservice sectors. 

IFC owns two other Aberdeen-based enterprises: Nolan Seafoods, a major whitefish 
processor with customers in the UK, Europe and around the globe and D&G Nolan, which 
provides temperature-controlled warehousing. The combined IFC Group workforce totals 
almost 800 staff.

“Proximity to Scotland’s main fishing 
ports is a key asset to the company. 
Other locational benefits include 
excellent connectivity - digitally and 
logistically - following the completion 
of the AWPR in 2019. The high quality 
of life available locally is also very 
important to our employees.”

Michael Clark, IFC Managing Director 

https://intfishcan.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7&Itemid=131
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 ➔ 2.5 miles of quayside.

 ➔ Maximum berthing depths of up to 5.9m.

 ➔ 24/7-365 port control.

 ➔ Two modern fishmarkets, 24hr landings*
 ➔ Cold storage available.

 ➔ 50 tonne calibrated weighbridge.

 ➔ 2 ship repair facilities supplying all 
routine and specialist service.

 ➔ Modern 6-berth Shiplift capable of lifting 
up to 850 tonnes and 36 metres length.

 ➔ Modern drydock with working area of 66 x 
14 metres.

 ➔ 24hr cargo handling .

 ➔ Mobile cranes lifting up to 500 tonnes. 
Forklift and telehandler available.

 ➔ 60 metre pontoon providing 26 smaller 
vessel berths. Visiting yachts welcomed.

 ➔ Shore power, fuel and fresh water 
throughout the port.

 ➔ Extensive local supply chain.

Ambitious 20 year investment masterplan

AN EXCEPTIONAL TOWN CENTRE HARBOUR

* Landings in 2018 in Fraserburgh = 27,990 tonnes (valued at £44.24m)

   Fraserburgh remains one of the biggest shellfish ports in the UK

   In 2020 there were 11 whitefish processing sites in the town, 2 shellfish and 3 ‘value adding’.  

   These 16 sites between them employed 1,277 FTE, exc. seasonal workers. 19

http://www.fraserburgh-harbour.co.uk/images/Fraserburgh_Harbour_Masterplan.pdf
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A WONDERFUL QUALITY OF LIFE
Cost of living in Aberdeen (exc. property costs) is 13% lower than in London.

Local Purchasing Power in Aberdeen is 34% higher than in Edinburgh and 9% higher than in Glasgow. 20

Aberdeenshire is the second most financially stable and viable place to live in Scotland and 25th in the UK 
based on a number of economic factors. 21

Aberdeenshire ranked 32/389 in the 2016 UK Prosperity Index for 
‘Economic Quality’ (being a measure of people’s satisfaction with 
their economic situation. 22

Aberdeen is ranked #5 UK city for quality of life in the Mercer 
city rankings. 24

Aberdeen City and Shire rose very dramatically in Uswitch’s 
‘Best places to live in the UK’ rankings between 2013 and 
2015, going up from 75th place to 29th out of 138. 23
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PROGRESSION IS A HABIT
Fraserburgh has been one of Aberdeenshire Council’s regeneration towns since 2014, recognising the 
opportunities that could be realised from this special place with additional, focused investment in people 
and environment.

Since 2016, spend from the public sector of over £12m, coupled with the ambition and investment 
from private business has seen a suite of improvements across Fraserburgh.  From investment in new 
sporting facilities – Fraserburgh boasts a range of sporting opportunities that most similarly sized towns 
could only dream of – to significant town centre building conservation and public realm projects – to 
support and extra capacity for community groups, we have put the fizz back in to Fraserburgh.  

The town centre is a bustling focal point for the town. With a healthy mix of smaller independent boutique-
style shops, national chains, services and award-winning hospitality venues, and with lower vacant 
premises rates that the national average, Fraserburgh has managed to sustain a vibrant high street 
economy. 14 new businesses opened in 2020/21 alone.

Fraserburgh Enterprise Hub, a unique 
service, itself located in the town centre, 
offers existing and new businesses 
and entrepreneurs dedicated and 
professional guidance and information 
as well as access to other business 
advice and free-to-use supported 
workspace.

Aberdeenshire ranked 6/32 local 
authority areas in Scotland in 2019 for 
satisfaction in delivery of key public 
services. 25
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https://investaberdeen.co.uk/
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“When I moved to Fraserburgh, I thought that I’d never be off the road to Aberdeen for 
most of my needs!  In practice, I rarely go there as I have everything I need here. The 

leisure facilities are great, outdoor activities in abundance and clubs and groups to suit all 
interests and ages.  I have a short and easy commute and don’t have to pay to park outside 

my house.  I love the space, fresh air and feel part of the community.”
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